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20 May 2020 

UNITY COLLEGE SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOOL: COVID REPORT and STAGGERED RE-

OPENING 

Dear Unity College Family, 

 

Following the media briefing by Minister Motshekga yesterday on schools re-

opening on 1 June 2020, I wish to share the following information with you: 

 The schools will, subject to their compliance with relevant COVID-19 

regulations, be allowed to open. We have been working very hard to 

acquire all the required PPE, as well as putting relevant protocol in place.   

Once we receive the go ahead from the authorities, Unity College will 

follow a staggered re-opening of school, starting on the 1st of June with 

the Junior Phase.  

 The staggered phasing-in will be followed to give our pupils the 

opportunity to get used to the new normal, protocol, that will form part 

of our daily routine. Teachers and parents will also need to adjust 

themselves and familiarise themselves with the daily routine, while the 

Senior Management Team monitors everything to ensure full protocol is 

being followed by everyone. 

 Starting of Intermediate Phase is Monday 8 June. 

 Starting of Senior Phase and VTC is Monday 15 June. 

 Please note: On-line teaching will continue until the above start dates  
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Parent survey: 

Thank you for the excellent response we received form our parents. All 

suggestions and concerns will be looked at: 

 Pupils with comorbidities or where family members may be compromised 

health wise, will be able to continue with online teaching. The specific 

format will be discussed with the relevant parents. 

 Parents are advised to keep their child at home when there are minor flu 

symptoms. 

 We are going to have staggered breaks, only 1 class at a time. The teacher 

will be with the class all the time, ensuring social distancing is adhered to. 

 All equipment, jungle gyms, soccer nets etc, will be out of bounds. 

 There will be no Tuck Shop, or Eats and Treats. This may only be 

considered for re-opening in Level 1 again. 

 Work Experience for our Senior students, can also only commence once 

we are back in Level 1. 

 If a pupil needs assistance with using the bathroom, either the teacher or 

an assistant will accompany the child. The same routine will apply as when 

the child needs assistance in this regard at home. Hygiene protocol will be 

followed. A female Support staff member is on duty at the bathrooms for 

the duration of the school day. 

 Teachers will keep the pupils’ labelled water bottles and cups at their 

desks, to make sure that the pupils do not drink from each other’s cups or 

bottles. 

 Our teaching staff will always take into consideration that pupils differ, 

and even though they have to be firm in overseeing all the hygiene and 

safety precautions being adhered to, it will be done in a loving, caring 

manner. 
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Bus routes: 

 Kay is going to contact all the parents next week to see who the pupils are 

who will make use of the bus transport, seeing that some parents may 

rather want to do the transport themselves during this time. 

 Buses will be sprayed twice a day, door handles and railings sanitised, 

children’s hands sanitised on getting on and off the bus. Pupils will be 

spread out in the bus, maintaining social distance. 

 

Masks: 

 Parents are requested to let your child start wearing a cloth mask for 

some time during the day from now on to get used to it. A link has been 

posted on Face Book today to assist you in this regard. 

 I refer you back to my previous letters, please can you get your child 2 

different looking cloth masks, in order to make sure that masks are 

alternated and can be washed. If possible, please label them. 

 Pupils must arrive at school wearing a mask, as well as when they leave 

school and during breaks. In class, masks will sometimes be removed and 

the Perspex screens be worn, for when Phonics is taught, as well as 

making it easier for our sensory sensitive pupils. Teachers will take time 

getting pupils used to the masks and shields. These shields will be 

sanitised in an ongoing fashion during the day. 

 The shields remain at school on the child’s desk and will be labelled.  

 

First day back at school: 

 You will receive a video clip, What to expect back at school by next week 

Wednesday. The arrival, taking of temperature, sanitising, taking to the 

waiting area, wearing of shields, leaving of bags outside, staggered breaks 

etc., will all be covered in a child-friendly way. Parents are encouraged to 
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show the video as often as possible to your child to lessen anxiety. (Thank 

you Teacher Nolene for the video). 

 

General: 

 No online teaching on Monday 25 May 2020, as all staff members will 

receive training on protocol. 

 

 May I request that you refer to the previous parent letters where I 

addressed protocol in more detail. It is impossible to address every aspect 

of COVID-19 in one letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 

questions that have not been addressed. 

 

 All information shared with the school will be handled confidentially. 

 

 I want to make use of this opportunity to thank the Unity Family for their 

loyalty and support during these unprecedented times. Based on how 

overwhelmingly positive parents, teachers and pupils have embraced 

online teaching, I have no doubt that we will also overcome these 

challenges in order to ensure ongoing quality education for our children. 

 

 

Warm regards 

Retha 

 

 

 

 

 


