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Chartwell’s own Unity College was selected 
by Special Olympics South Africa (Sosa) as 
a venue for World Wrestling Entertainment 
(WWE) star Titus O’Neil and soccer legend 
Mark Fish to play in a social soccer match 
with the children.

On 9 March, 
the school 
welcomed a 
number of 
special guests, 
including 
Fish, mixed 
martial arts 
fighter Garreth 
‘Soldierboy’ 
McLellan and 
O’Neil.

“Unity 
College Special 
Needs School 
is honoured 
and privileged 
to host WWE 
in partnership 
with Special 
Olympics South Africa,” said the acting 
principal of Unity College, Anita Wylie.

She added that the school was very 
grateful to WWE for showing support 
for special needs schoolchildren in South 
Africa.

“We’re going to play a friendly soccer 
match, and soccer is my favourite sport,” 
said Unity schoolboy Connor Burns before 
the event began.

Schoolmate Josh Young added, “I’m 
so excited and honoured to welcome the 
special guests today, and I think they will 
see what a proud school Unity is and how it 
helps us [children].”

Sosa was established 50 years ago and 
provides year-round sports training and 
athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-

type sports for those with intellectual 
disabilities. Fish is a Sosa ambassador and 
told Fourways Review that working with 
special needs children was very rewarding 
for him. 

He was also impressed by the children’s 
soccer skills as he watched them warm up 
before the match. 

“I’m very excited about this match where 
I will be 
captain of 
one team and 
Titus O’Neil 
will captain 
the other,” 
Fish said.

“What I’ve 
noticed at 
events like 
this one is 
that while the 
skill level [of 
the players] 
may vary, 
the passion 
for the 
game never 
changes. That 
love for the 

game is what I really enjoy seeing.” Fish 
added that he was very proud of the work 
that Sosa had done.

The children had been looking forward to 
the soccer match all week and were excited 
to be meeting the celebrities and to show off 
their sports skills learnt at Special Olympics 
training.

“They’ve been talking about it all week, 
and today we didn’t get anything done 
because they were so excited,” said speech 
therapist at the school, Lizelle Burger. 

In addition to the WWE event, Unity 
College was also selected to represent Sosa 
at a match between Bidvest Wits and Tuks 
at the Bidvest Stadium on 12 March. 

Unity children accompanied the players 
onto the field in the teams’ colours.

No fish out of water

Miles Harding, Lynette Harding, Gabriella Smith and 
Michelle Kirk attend the event. Photos: Robyn Kirk

Mark Fish and his son Blake are impressed with the soccer skills of Unity’s children.
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